PISISTRATUS  AND  THE
PISISTRATIDAE
THANKS to Pisistratus, it was the popular party that won
the day. In him we have the first authentic example of
a dictator placing his reliance on force and authority,
and making use of them in the name of the people to
combat the aristocracy. This new dictator had nothing
in common with Solon. The prosperity of the body-politic
had no interest for him, and it was by flattering the
basest instincts of the multitude that he contrived to
seize the reins of government.
Gathering around him a band of sturdy ruffians, he
armed them with clubs and withdrew them to the
Acropolis, thus gaining command of the city. He had
carried out his 'March on Athens'.
In striking contrast to Solon, he made brute force the
mainspring of his rule. Tyranny had now come into
being.
To begin with, the word tyrant conveyed no oppro-
brious implication. It simply meant 'master5. A tyrant
was the leader, chosen instead of the king, for in Greece,
as in Rome, the ancient royal houses had been over-
thrown by the patricians, while it was the lower orders
that had done their best to uphold them, and still
vaguely deplored their disappearance.
It was owing to the propagandist activities of men-of-
letters that the word tyrant acquired its odious signifi-
cance and came at length to mean the unrestrained and
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